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gaza are the highest elevations. Most of the
region has an unhealthful climate for Euro-
peans. The native inhabitants are Bantus,
and they are generally engaged in agriculture,
raising large crops of corn, tobacco, palm
nuts, rubber, indigo, coffee and sugar. Some
gold and coal are obtained. Lourenc,o Mar-
quez, the capital, is connected with Pretoria
by railway, and in all there are about 300
miles of railway in the colony. The other
important towns are Mozambique, Quili-
mane, Sofala and Beira. Population, 1934,
4,028,750.
PORTUGUESE GUINEA, gin'e, a small
Portuguese colony in Northwestern Africa,
between Senegambia and the Atlantic Ocean.
It includes a small coast territory and the
Bissagos Islands. The area is about 14,000
square miles, and the capital is Bulama. Pop-
ulation, 365,000.
PORT WINE, a full-flavored red wine,
first made in the upper valley of the Douro,
Portugal, and named from Oporto, the chief
port of shipment. The grapes, which have a
strong flavor, were once trodden under foot
but now pressed; the juice is then put
in vats to ferment. Alcohol is added from
time to time, and the wine is then placed in
storage and left four years to mature. A
similar non-sparkling red wine made in Cali-
fornia is named domestic port. See wine.
PO'SEN, before and during the World War
capital of the Prussian province of Posen.
By the Treaty of Versailles (1919) the prov-
ince was awarded to the newly-constituted
republic of Poland (which see), since which
it has been called poznan. The city of
Poznan is situated on the Warthe Biver, 150
miles east of Berlin. It is surrounded by two
lines of forts, is built with considerable
regularity and has, in general, fine wide
streets and numerous squares, or open spaces.
The most noteworthy public buildings are the
Gothic cathedral, built in the eighteenth cen-
tury; the parish church; the Church of Saint
Mary; the Raczynski palace, which contains
a large library; the townhall, and the royal
palace. The manufactures of. the city consist
chiefly of furniture, agricultural implements
and flour, and there are numerous distilleries.
Population, 1031, 246,574,
POSTAGE STAMPS. The postage stamp
was invented by Sir Bowland Hill of Eng-
land, in 1840. Previous to its use postage on
letters and other mail was generally paid
upon delivery of the article, and the incon-
 venience to the postoffice department of col-
lecting so many small sums became so great
that some means of relief was found neces-
sary. In this crisis the postage stamp was
devised by Sir Rowland Hill, the Postmaster-
General of England. Such was its success
in England that it was soon adopted by the
other European countries.
The United States government adopted the
use of postage stamps in 1847. But previous
to this date the government had allowed
some postmasters and corporations to issue
stamps on their own account as an experi-
ment. This test was so successful that the
government soon took over the work and
made the issuing of postage stamps a gov-
ernment monopoly. Still their use was op-
tional, and they did not come into general
use until 1855, -when the government made
pre-payment of postage compulsory. There
are two kinds—the adhesive stamp which we
stick on letters and parcels, and the em-
bossed stamp on stamped envelopes and news-
paper wrappers.
Manufacture. The designs for postage
stamps are made by the best artists the coun-
try can command. Several designs are us-
ually offered by competing artists, and from
them a commission selects the one considered
the most desirable. The stamps are printed
from steel-engraved plates on a press made
especially for the purpose. As the papei
passes through the press, it is printed and
perforated, so that the stamps can be easily
separated. The largest sheets are cut into
sheets of 100 stamps each, before being dis-
tributed to postof&ees.
POSTAL SAVINGS BANKS. See sav-
ings bahks.
POSTAL UNION, international, a
union for the purpose of establishing uniform
postal regulations between nations and for
concerted effort in handling the mails. Pre-
vious to "Tie formation of the postal union
in 1874, a number of postal treaties had been
made, but they differed widely as to the de-
tails of handling international mail, and
there was a lack of uniformity in rates of
postage between different countries. The first
postal union was formed by the independent
Germanic states in 1850, and the idea of the
present union was borrowed from that. The
agreement is in the form of an international
treaty, and was signed by representatives
of all the nations participating. At pres*
ent it includes the civilized world, A con-

